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This was a brilliant fantastic production of the much-loved Mikado, performed to the highest standards by the entire company.

Staging and movement by Director Julia Rufey was excellent, and I guess she did the choreography as well because no name mentioned for this in the programme.  Julia brought out all the comedy of the libretto plus added even more which made the silly tale even funnier. I am sure Julia also had a good deal of input from Graham Jackson as assistant director, with his wealth of comedic knowledge. Also congratulations to Michael Worthy and Paul Carne for new topical lyrics that were very witty.  I think that Gilbert would have approved.  I also admired the use of the black stools, which came and went so often that almost became part of the cast and worked well.

Right from the overture M.D. Philip Joslin and his large orchestra played the wonderful Sullivan score to perfection and fully complimented the singers entirely.  Music throughout was superb, principals and chorus, with some delicious harmonies.  My favourite number has always been the finale of Act 1 and I was not disappointed here as it was truly magnificently sung.

What a wonderful find was PATRICK RUFEY and a marvellous new asset to ALG&S.  With his fantastic tenor voice he was perfect as Nanki Poo, appearing to sing all of his arias effortlessly but with joyful glee. Patrick also acted this fun role with complete conviction plus there was some natural sweet chemistry between him and Yum Yum.

EVE RAPLEY was delicious as Yum Yum with her sublime soprano voice, sweet decorous manner but with an occasional self-preserving glint in her eye.  Her duet with Nanki Poo was beautifully sung and I loved her singing The Sun Whose Rays too.  There was a great deal of fun and frivolity between Yum Yum and her two sisters, which was very natural.

KATHERINE LITTLER and EMMA SOUTHORN were two very naughty teenagers as Peep Bo and Pitti Sing. With lots of frisky playful actions I enjoyed their performances also, plus both sung beautifully too.

I just loved ROBERT MILNER playing Pooh Bah.  As the grand lord everything he was superb, lofty, and pompous with lots of additional flourishes. I loved the richness of his voice too, whether singing or talking, which added to the grandeur of this character.

Being used to seeing Koko played by an older actor, I was pleasantly surprised that GARETH EDWARDS did this role so exceedingly well. His Koko was over dramatic in a quirky manner, very athletic, energetic, crafty and just wonderful.  I liked the use of the little boy, dressed the same as him, which gave an added dimension to his scenes.  The child did very well but why no mention of him in the programme?  Was he a little brother or servant, no explanation as dressed identical?

DAVID SOUTHORN did well as the kindly Pish Tush.  He appeared to be a sort of peacemaker and worried a lot. David also sang well in his trios and quartets.

Naturally RUSSELL STRATTON was very imposing and wonderful as the Mikado. Russell really made a meal of this role singing richly and acting lecherously. He really had a twinkle in his eye when around the younger girls and I think I saw a few wandering hands too - naughty Mikado!

BRENDA SOUTHORN was magnificent as Katisha. With her wonderful contralto voice and overbearing dramatic acting this was probably one of the best parts I have seen her play.  Completely over the top of course but this is how it should be portrayed and rightly so.

I liked the idea of some of the ladies being played as school teachers, so this worked well.  Plus all chorus of girls, gentlemen and guards were wonderfully in character at all times as well as singing in beautiful harmony.

The two sets were absolutely great and worked well with the staging. Also as you only had to change scenery in the interval this was no problem.  

Wardrobe.  Costumes were outstandingly wonderful, really beautiful.  I liked the limited colour theme of men at the beginning, then bringing in colour from girls.  My only small criticism was Katisha's costumes where the colour of her two were too much like the teachers or men.  I think maybe a strong purple would have been more appropriate here and made her stand out more.  But maybe this was all the Costume Store had to offer so no choice. I was surprised at the beginning to see no Japanese makeup, although the hair styles were great.  However as the show progressed this did not seem to matter so maybe this is the way forward in future as so difficult to get it completely right.

Lighting by Ian Saunders was superb and sound clear as a bell (although no mention of who did sound).

Programme was well laid out and informative, although too much black for me.  This seems to be the fashion at the moment, however the front cover was really lovely.

I must thank your committee for inviting me to review your show, which you can tell from the above I enjoyed immensely.  Good luck for Buxton, I am certain you will be as successful as previously.  Also many thanks to Anne Rycroft and Lennie Self for their warm welcome and hospitality.

With best wishes

